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Abstract

This study was investigated the students' motimatiojoining an English course. The samples werah#g0first
year students of English course at the Souksavathedeo Vientiane of Laos. Data was collected using
questionnaire, measuring motivation for applyinglearning EFL. Data analysis was use R program Wersi
2.15.0, in order to calculate the percentagedhragtic mean, and standard deviation. The resutie/ath that the
students’ motivation which considered from factérpersonal reasons section in applying to studyliEmgas
Foreign Language (EFL) indicated that the arithmetean is in high level including the items suchstglents
want to study English because of financial benefitd widely used, increase oneself knowledge stads, for
educational development in higher education inrtbet future; teachers’ competence and teachingstyt the
college was also a positive motivation for studesgplying to study English course, stated that esttsl were
appreciated with English curriculum, lesson corggand teachers intent to all students; collegétias motivate
students to make a big decision to take the Englishrse including with the classrooms size andestdgration of
the study, and transportation.
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Introduction

Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) is tedain indo-china peninsula between
latitude 14-23 degrees north and longitude 100-d8frees east. It connects border with China to the
North, Cambodia to the South, Vietham to the Easmiland to the West and Myanmar to the
Northwest. Lao PDR has total population around iBion people 2009 and Lao language is the
national and official language, while English i®eeign language as well as French (Laos, 2009ceSi
Laos was offered independence by American colony9@5 to 1980s, English was in used with
limitation in many areas in Lao PDR. However, fré880s to 1996, the English language increasingly
became importance language as a foreign languafjada because the development of the country
received a huge power of official improvement aasise from many international organizations
(Sundgren, 2008). In 1994, opening doors of thentrguto the world, Lao government put emphasized
on development of English language in order tonfygorrtant communicational tool (Sullivan & Schatz,
20009).

Nowadays, English language is required to be studi public and private schools, colleges
and universities even though in other organizationd.aos particularly in the capital, central of
provinces throughout the country. in other handglish is one of compulsory subjects in the public
schools. It must be started from the first yealdavfer secondary until upper secondary educational
levels. Lao students learn English under structsggidbus which offered by the Ministry of Educatjo
particularly from the National English resourcesitee. However, the English syllabus at universjties
college levels in both public and private are nanhdardized, because each university and/or coliage
their different set of requirement (Anson & Lau03). In addition, the English teaching and curuicol
designed had been criticized for ignoring the leeshneeds, because each college designed its own
English course and choose its own textbooks anthileg aids, for example some colleges improved
unique English program for business, technical $eamd so forth (Chia at al., 1999).

Souksavath College is located in the central ohWame capital, Laos. It's one of other private
colleges in Laos which is managed by a privateoseget it is under controlled by the private
Department of the Ministry of Education. In thidlege has offered many fields of studies, one efith
is English programme. For the academic year 2€#e were some 70 students enrolled in the first
year of English language programme. This Englislgam was taken place in the evening session.

However, recently, Lao students gained positiveafbf learning English in their study in
many areas such as business, finance and bankiegce and technology, culture and international
relationship (Gomleksiz & Bagherzadeh, 2010). Sapd, a country that has national interest for
learning English and presently experiencing impveseconomic, social cultural changes, becomes an
ideal place in which to explore the nature of Estglianguage learners’ motivation and charactesistic
formation in the state and private colleges (G@WQ0

The views of motivation comprises of two procesassexternal and internal. The internal
process contains with purposes, beliefs, perceptiamd expectations as well as influenced by patson
sociocultural factors, and classroom environmeetgleriences (Dembo, 2004). At the same time, the
extrinsic motivation should be generated. When iptessin order to make learning full of fun,
interesting and rewarding. Both external and irdemotivation factors can work together (Wharton &
Phil, 1999). If Learners already want to learnytineed to want to study things. According to Rifai
(2010) motivation refers to a requirement to stadgnguage because of their specific goals, sueh as
job, passing an examination as well as it also imestto a demand of English learning for the
communication with people of another culture.

Consequently, motivation is important to studeldarning English that can be attracted
learners of various factors. For instance, manysstizom environmental factors effect student
motivation such as assignments offered teachenmlra and instructional methods (Dembo, 2004). It
also still has many techniques can be designedimptémented to motivate the students to learn
English, particularly in the private colleges irese gradually. Motivation of Lao students towards
English learning play key role in order to enharequality English proficiency level. So, we
determined to study what is current the level afiehts’ motivation to English subject. Therefote t
objective of this paper was to investigate the llestadents’ motivation toward applying to study
English language course at the private collegeims of personal reasons, instructional situatiosh a
environments factors.

Motivation and foreign language learning
Motivation can be specified in many ways, yet wheferring to teaching and learning it may
be defined as students’ reasons for doing somethinthis study, a reason for applying for learning
English. Educators generally mention to motivatam external and internal. Intrinsic motivation is
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defined to engage in activities of learners ableappreciate and satisfy to do something whereas
extrinsic discusses to actions that can carry outrder to receive achievement. For instance, when
students have free to select to act activity, thélypursue interesting situation where they caserio

the challenges that the activity presents (Lai &tila, 2007). It may be a personal characterstich

as inquisitiveness, a feature of the situation agudents’ enthusiasm, or a goal to be achieved in
specific purse, for example in the case of studiy EBfezinova, 2009). It has been considered one of
the most important factors affecting L2 learningtivattion before the 1990s and more powerful factor
than the latter in predicting L2 achievement (Hy&2@p6).

Motivation and reasons for learning English arecemtrated to make possible factor designing
better course syllabus, teaching strategies to ulgage students’ motivation in learning behaviour
(Rifai, 2010). For example, highlights the roletloé teacher as a motivator, facilitator to studémtget
better attitude towards English language learnidago{id, 1998). In other hand, educational reseascher
states that teachers should delineate correctdeaxpectations and motivation about how English
language are studied and also giving the reasotsideuthe classroom methods, in order to decrease
any gaps between learners and teachers beliefoifAn& Lau, 2003). Motivation toward English
language learning is important factor in decisibtearners to study English as a second languagesin
context of exploration in the developing countraok because second language learning motivation is
believed to be one of the most important deternigém L2 learning (Gu, 2009). If the factors are
important motivation an influence toward languagarhing in general, they are of essential significa
in teaching/learning academic for four skills (Dept998).

In the present study, the measurement of cognititrategies emphasise on the use of
meaningful strategies. The result of research sHaha&t students’ achievement is positively influsshc
by the cognitive strategies they employ to guideirtearning (Greene at al., 2004). Moreover,
Motivational factors that have been consistentlyolmed with cognitive strategy use in learning
situation are ones ‘selves-efficacy, achievementggy@nd perceived instrumentality.

Therefore, motivation toward learning English issoof the main factors to affect the Lao
students in application for learning English bottblic and private institutions to enhance their listg
knowledge. However, all those motivational factdrase on the in both internal and external
environment to support students to make their @atito apply in studying English language as a
second language. According to Dembo (2004) sugddset¢he internal factors to students’ motivation
that it depends on students’ goals, beliefs, fgslimnd perceptions determine their motivated debav
and academic performance. For example, if learvedige a task and believe they can master it because
they more likely to use different learning stragsgitry hard, and persist until completion of tvatk.

Most researchers contribute that motivation isteeldo students’ choice of a particular action,
persistence with it, and try to expend on it. TReemal or behavioural features of motivation codel
decision-making and activity level. The learnerides to select, to pay attention, to support in one
activity, but not others. On the other hand, threrder persists over and extended time as well as to
maintains high activity level (Manolopoulou-SergiQ04; Shedivy, 2004). Students’ motivation is a
complicated concept; what encourage a teen to aehigay not affect the student to study foreign
language learning. According to Elizabeth and MtDonald (2009) explained that extrinsic and
intrinsic factors that affect motivation vary wigtethe following factors appear to influence motiva
in learning: relevance, control and choice, chaéersocial interaction the chance to work with athe
anticipated sense of success, need, novelty amdte@gdissonance or discrepant events. The relkearc
showed that a predictor of intrinsic motivation fiearning EFL, interest in foreign countries, and
instrumental motivation as well as enjoyment ioakspositive predictor of intrinsic motivation for
learning EFL and interest in foreign countries (@€ma, 2011). Shedivy (2004) stated that a more
thorough understanding of learners’ motivation douksult teachers being able to motivate students
more effectively by knowing the components of mation and conceptualization their
interrelationship, capturing motivation as a camdion could be augmented with various of strategie
with which to push its growth.

Research Methodology
Population
The aim of this study is to investigathe students' motivation in joining an English
course Researchers conducted this study with a quawétatrvey method. The population for this
study was the first degree students who had stufliegish language course at Souksavath College in
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the evening session of academic year 2010. A typthed sampling technique purposive had been
carried out using the whole population of 70 pgvtats in three classes. A questionnaire was eragloy
to measure students’ motivation towards applyirmgdarning English. The respondents were 38 males
and 32 females by which 54% of them were males4&%d females. The ages were organized from 15-
35 years old by which 66% of them were 15-20, 31&tew21-25, 1% was 26-30, and 1% was 31-35
years old. Moreover, 28 of respondents by which 4@8e from Vientiane Capital and 42 were from
other provinces by which 60%.

Research Instrument

The tool for this study was questionnaire that ds&midents’ feeling and motivation in applying to
study English at a private college by referringtite course literature on personal reasons, tedchers
competence and teaching styles, and college fasilit

Questionnaire Design

The questionnaire was designed by developing froenliterature review that related to the
course contents of the motivation in applying fearhing English course. The survey of this studg wa
conducted in the form of a two-part questionnairart 1 asks for the demographic data: gender, age,
and hometown which conclude in eight questionstite the appropriate boxes. Part 2 deals with
students’ motivation in three areas: personal mmsteachers’ competence and teaching styles, and
college facilities consist of 30 items and 10 iteorseach section with five point rating scale.
The questionnaire was written in bilinguals, battEinglish and Lao in order to be clear and reliable
these Lao English students for whom English isthetfirst language. And then, this questionnairs wa
validated by three experts to related field in otdecheck the content validity (Index of Item-Odtjge
Congruency: 10C) of the rating scales of studemistivation before distribute of the sample.

Data collection procedure

The researchers took the questionnaire to implertt@mtpilot study with other group of
students in the different private college. 30 Estglprogram students were selected randomly for the
purpose of the pilot test. The objective of piltidy is to enhance the questionnaire reliabilithe T
overall reliability index, Cronbach’s alpha, obtdhwas .895 which was considered ideal. After tifat
guestionnaire was administered with the target grauith 70 English program students. The
administration of the study survey questionnaires wanducted during the first semester of their
English classes.

Data analysis

The analyses of the research data were conductechdans of descriptive statistics. The
descriptive statistical analyses of percentageth@fstudents’ response were employed to report thei
demographic variables with 8 items and studentstivation with 30 items to calculate mean, and
standard deviation. The analyses process used @tgmnoVersion 2.15.0 to analyse the quantitative
data.

Findings
The findings presented the respondents’ dataoih llemographic and motivation towards
English learning. The results comprise of the leselnterpretation motivation by the respondents in
terms of personal reasons, teachers’ competenceeauthiing styles, and college facility factors as
below:
From tablel: It shows that the numbers of respatstigender 38 are males by which 54% and
females are 32 by which 46%.

Table 1. Participants Sorted by Their Gender

Gender Number of frequency Percentage
Male 38 54.28

Female 32 45.71
Total 70 100

From table2: It shows that the number of ageespondents were arranged from 15-35 years
old by which 66% of them were 15-20 is high, 31%rev21-25 is moderate, 1% was 26-30, and 1%
was 31-35 years old is low.
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Table 2. Participants Sorted by Their ages

Ages Number of Frequency Percentage
15-20 46 65.71
21-25 22 31.42
26-30 1 142
31-35 1 1.42

Total 70 100

From table 3: It shows that the number the respatisdé®? are from other provinces by which
60% whilst the other is from Vientiane capital Z®ple by which 40%.

Table 3.Participants Sorted by Their hometown

City Number of frequency Percentage
Capital 28 40
Provinces 42 60
Total 70 100

Personal reasons factors

From table 4 it shows that almost of the studefasling in English studies, if we consider
with the average table list of the numbers, thet fio the last items are 1 very high, 7 high and 2
moderate. The totgls = 3.89 ando = 0.94 it indicates that high level of students'quaal reasons.

Table 4.The aromatic means standard deviation and the thipterpretation motivation by the
respondents’ personal reasons

No Personal reasons: H g Level

1 Love and like to study English 4.32 1.09 High

2 Want increase yourself knowledge study 4.47 1.15 High

3 Study English is financial benefits and widelgds 3.65 0.84 High

4 To comfort in communication with aboard 4.35 1.10 High

5 To development yourself education in the future .524 1.17 Very high

6 Want to use free time being usage 3.91 0.93 High

7 Want to have friend and know many people 291 40.6 Moderate

8 Must use English for your work 412 1.01 High

9 To participated in social development 3.85 0.91 ighH

10 Want to be English teacher 2.80 0.62 Moderate
Total 3.89 0.94 High

Teachers’ competence and teaching styles Factors
From table 5 it shows that almost of the instructinfluence to motivate students toward

English learning, if we consider with the averaglel¢ list of the numbers, the last items are 5 matde
therefore the rest of list items are high. Theltgta = 3.47 ando = 0.78 it indicates the average is

high.

Table 5. The aromatic means standard deviatiorttentevel of interpretation motivation by the
respondentgeachers’ competence and teaching styles

No Teachers’ competence and teaching styles H ag Level

1 Teacher is an foreigner 3.22 0.71 Moderate

2 Teacher used instructional media appropriate 3.42 0.73 Moderate

3 Classroom activities were exited 3.12 0.68 Moderate

4 There was good curriculum 3.75 0.88 High

5 Teacher intent in all students 3.57 0.82 High

6 Lesson contents was you want 3.60 0.82 High

7 Lesson content was your ability 3.68 0.85 High

8 Facility in modern studying 3.42 0.77 Moderate

9 Classroom is friendly 3.71 0.86 Moderate

10 There is out class activity 3.28 0.73 High
Total 3.47 0.78 High
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College Facilities

From table 6 it shows that almost environmentagrice to motivate students toward making
decision to study English. If considering with tleerage table list of the numbers, the first 8igh
and the last 2 items are moderate. The tpta¥ 3. 64 ando = 1. 37 it indicates high level.

Table 6. The aromatic means standard deviatiorttentevel of interpretation motivation by the
respondentstollege facilities.

No Facilities H g Level

1 SOUKSAVATH college is suited near home and cotatue for 3.78 0.88 High
transport.

2 SOUKSAVATH college is good environment 3.72 0.86 High

3 Classroom is appropriate side and state 3.90 0.93 High

4 There are library and internet for study 3.68 50.8 High

5 There is comfortable car parking 3.48 0.78 Moderate

6 Date and time in study appropriate for students .843 0.91 High

7 SOUKSAVATH college is value from society 3.65 849. High

8 The canteen is available 3.64 0.84 High

9 There is English curriculum for being able select 3.51 0.79 High

10 The classroom with air conditional 3.28 0.66 Moderate
Total 3.64 1.37 High

Conclusions

Popular English language learning has always baerobthe interest areas in Lao PDR. Every
year, the learners increase rapidly from enrolneibibth public and private sections. Although Esigli
is a foreign language and difficult to study, theey to find out the ways in order to get English
knowledge. Many factors can motivate the learnechss occupations, business, further education,
and communication with English native-speaks andfasth. So, these motivational factors affect
students’ learning.

This research paper purposedrteestigate the students' motivation in joiningearglish
coursein Lao PDR in term of the students’ personal reastaachers’ competence and teaching styles,
and the college facilities variables. Gomleksiz1@0pointed out that learner’s motivation in langea
learning is affected by his or her attitudes towdshrning the language.

The results of paper, questionnaire responses ratile high motivation to study English
language at a private college particularly learwgns came from other provinces as shown in thestabl
3. The gender of responses are male students hgtbrhimotivation rather than female up 38
participants by which 54% which can be seen intgtsée 1. On the other hand, overall of motivation t
apply study English language at the private collisg@lso high level in term of their attract tloatcur
from the students’ personal reasons themselveshdesi competence and teaching styles, and the
facilities of the college provided.
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