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 This research aimed to describe the manifestation of the character of 

environmental care in the project to strengthen Pancasila student profile in the 

independent curriculum. This study was qualitative research with a 

phenomenological approach. The subjects of this study were 2 schools, 

namely elementary school or Sekolah Dasar (SD) Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan 

and SD Negeri Karangasem 1. Data collection was conducted through  

in-depth interviews, observations, and document analysis. Triangulation of 

sources and methods was conducted to ensure the validity of the data. The 

data that have been collected were subsequently analyzed in the phase of data 

reduction, presentation, and conclusion drawing. The results of this study 

show that the project to strengthen Pancasila student profile in manifesting the 

character of environmental care has been implemented in these 2 schools. It 

can be observed in the implementation of sustainable lifestyle projects that are 

relevant to the Pancasila student profile strengthening project (P5) module, 

including recycling waste to create business opportunities, reducing plastic 

waste through the creation of eco-bricks, and processing organic waste into 

compost, managing waste banks, utilizing the environment as a learning 

resource and minimizing the use of drinking bottles by using personal 

tumblers. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Based on the results of the 2020 population census, Indonesia has a land area of 1.9 million km2 with 

a population of 270.20 million people. With such a large area and population, it is inevitably inseparable from 

the complexity of activities and their impact. It can be fatal without human responsibility to obtain or manage 

limited natural resources. As a result, a variety of environmental issues arise which threaten the sustainability 

of life. According to Acheampong and Opoku [1] population growth and increased wealth contribute 

importantly to environmental degradation. The phenomenon of environmental issues, such as excessive water 

and energy consumption, illegal deforestation, forest fires for industrial purposes, water pollution from 
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industrial waste, air pollution from vehicles and industries, and excessive use of plastic, exemplifies human 

behavior that does not reflect responsibility and environmental care. 

According to Prabawati et al. [2] that in the rapid development of the times in the world of education, 

educators are required to be able to innovate with the surrounding environment. So needed the responsibility 

and environmental care of an individual can be formed through the educational pathway. Education has a 

significant role in students’ sensitivity and environmental care. However, in reality, environmental issues are 

often encountered within school environments. Schools are also considered as one of the sources of waste, 

including both organic and inorganic waste [3]. The complex activities of school residents often disregard the 

environmental conditions in their surroundings. Students who tend to litter, show apathy towards the plants in 

their surroundings, and fail to turn off lights after their use, exemplify a lack of environmental care. 

The presence of dirty school environments, limited student participation in environmental activities, 

low awareness among students in creating the character of environmental care, wasteful behavior in the use of 

natural resources, and indifference among students towards the environment are still frequently encountered in 

school [4]. The environmental issues represent a tangible manifestation of the lack of understanding and 

environmental care or eco-literacy among students. An individual possessing eco-literacy demonstrates a 

profound understanding of the implications of their actions for fellow human beings and the environment. This 

is also supported in Goleman et al. [5] book that ecoliteracy is also interpreted as an action or effort to reawaken 

a person of the importance of sustainability in his efforts to preserve nature. Kadarisman and Pursitasari [6] 

explained the application of student eco-literacy-based learning models for environment-related materials still 

provides room to be carried out. 

This study explored a comprehensive about eco-literacy of an individual is always characterized by 

their knowledge or understanding of ecological principles and their attitudes or actions that align with nature. 

Eco-literacy aims to enable individuals to live in harmony with nature without disrupting its natural order. We 

found that one of the efforts to reduce environmental issues, the development of eco-literacy in the school is 

imperative as it equips students with the knowledge and awareness for forming individuals with environmental 

care. Implementation of environmental care can be developed through formal and informal education. Because 

school is one of the effective settings in formal education for forming human attitudes. According to  

Lee et al. [7]. Also introduces related ideas “ecotones” to describe a learning environment that has complex 

dynamics. Ecotones comes from the Greek word “oekos” which means household, while the worf ‘tonos’ 

means tension or pressure. So they argue that it is necessary to engage students with formal learning and 

indormal learning. Students’ knowledge of the environment can make them environmentally friendly and 

enable them to find effective solutions to environmental issues encountered [8]. It is further emphasized by 

Salshabella et al. [9] explaining that eco-literacy is important to be developed in the learning process as students 

have a role as agents who develop knowledge, insight, attitudes, and behaviors for a sustainable society (agents 

of change), agents who are aware of their natural conditions, and agents who can apply eco-literacy in their 

lives. As an agent of change, an individual’s environmental knowledge must be manifested in tangible actions 

to preserve the environment. Without tangible actions, environmental knowledge remains the knowledge that 

lacks sustainability in its application [10]. 

The environment plays a crucial role in fostering attitudes and responsibilities toward environmental 

care and conservation. This phenomenon can be attributed to the fact that, through education, students are 

guided in their speech, conduct, and behavior to exhibit virtuous characteristics [11]. One of the efforts to 

create a community with knowledge of environmental care in the field of education is through the Adiwiyata 

program (eco-school program). On a global scale, one of the comprehensive programs to instill individuals 

with eco-literacy is by implementing the eco-school program in Adiwiyata [12]. According to the Minister of 

Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Indonesia Regulation No. 5 of 2013 concerning Adiwiyata 

Awards, the Adiwiyata program is an award granted by the government, provincial governments, and 

district/municipal governments to schools that successfully implement the movement of environmental care 

and environmental culture within the schools by Minister of Environment of the Republic of Indonesia, 2013. 

The Adiwiyata program aims to promote individual environmental responsibility within the school community 

through effective school management to support sustainable development [13]. Adiwiyata schools not only 

possess effective environmental management practices but also have programs fostering environmental 

awareness and responsibility [14]. Nature-based schools utilize the natural environment as a learning setting, 

where students engage in outdoor education, whereby the subject is not only studied theoretically but also 

implemented experientially. This concept brings students closer to the environment making learning activities 

more enjoyable [15]. 

Having a sense of environmental care is closely related to ecological literacy. In this regard,  

eco-literacy, commonly known as ecological intelligence, refers to the adaptation ability to the ecological 

conditions of an individual’s surroundings [15]. Eco-literacy nurtures profound environmental care, closely 

related to eco-literacy. In this regard, eco-literacy, commonly known as ecological intelligence, refers to the 

adaptation ability to the ecological conditions of an individual’s surroundings [16]. Eco-literacy is derived from 
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the words ecology and literacy, which also means ecological literacy, environmental literacy, ecologically 

literate, and environmentally literate. In simplified terms, eco-literacy can be defined as the understanding, 

comprehension, and implementation of ecological values that are significant in managing environmental issues. 

Initially, eco-literacy was predominantly known as ecological awareness or ecological consciousness. By using 

the term eco-literacy, it signifies not only the enhancement of awareness towards environmental care but also 

the comprehension of ecological principles for fostering sustainable life on Earth [17]. Developing ecological 

literacy is crucial in primary schools because a high level of ecological intelligence in students fosters 

awareness that nature should be preserved, as stated by Noviana et al. [18]. Based on the discussion above, 

ecological literacy is a form of environmental care, encompassing awareness and commitment to preserving 

the natural environment. 

Pancasila student profile is an endeavor to enhance the quality of education in Indonesia by 

prioritizing character building. In the current era of technological advancement and globalization, the role of 

values and character education is crucial to maintain a balance between technological advancement and human 

development [19]. The strengthening of Pancasila student profile focuses on the cultivation of character and 

everyday life skills in individuals through school culture, intracurricular and extracurricular learning, and the 

project to strengthen Pancasila student profile and work culture [20]. The statement aligns with the answer to 

a grand question regarding the educational system in Indonesia. Pancasila student profile is formed in response 

to a grand question regarding capabilities that will be produced by the Indonesian education system. The 

activities of the Pancasila student profile strengthening project are systematically designed to shape and 

develop student character [21]. Project implementation Pancasila student profile strengthening project (P5) at 

elementary school (SD) Negeri Kebon Baru 1 Cirebon City is well implemented because teachers have 

prepared activities that accommodate children’s learning needs. Teachers provide opportunities for students to 

develop students’ creativity to generate new ideas and skills in solving problems [22]. Forming small groups 

of teachers based on their specifications with a coordinator and facilitator is important. They will be responsible 

for planning, implementing, evaluating and reflecting on P5 activities [23]. 

In the implementation of the independent curriculum, students are expected to create or do a project. 

Through this project, students can develop their skills and potential in various fields. One project in the 

independent curriculum is by implementing P5 activity. This study investigated the P5 activity is a project to 

strengthen Pancasila student profile. P5 activities can be performed through 2 stages: the conceptual stage and 

the contextual stage. In this P5 activity, students are free to learn in a formal setting, with a more flexible 

learning structure where schools can adjust the time allocation, resulting in more active learning as learners 

engage directly with their surrounding environment to strengthen various competencies related to Pancasila 

student profile [24]. The implementation of P5 activity is one of the implementations of differentiated learning, 

namely the process of adjusting to the interests of learning preferences, and student readiness to obtain positive 

learning outcomes [25]. Differentiated learning must be well planned, and here are the plans regarding 

differentiated learning: i) Reviewing the curriculum used to adjust to the strengths and weaknesses of students; 

ii) Implementing school planning and strategy by adjusting the curriculum and learning methods that can be 

used to meet the needs of students; iii) Describing the form of support from teachers to meet the needs of the 

students; and iv) Reviewing and evaluating the achievement of the school plan periodically [25]. They have 

not explicitly discussed how to use the school environment as a means to implement project-based learning. 

In the formulation of a project, several principles need to be taken into consideration. First, the project 

should be designed to integrate diverse perspectives and knowledge content in an integrated or holistic manner. 

Through a holistic perspective, students are encouraged to perceive meaningful connections among the 

components involved in the implementation of a project profile, such as the students, educators, educational 

institutions, the community, and the realities of everyday life. Second, the learning activities should be based 

on real-life experiences encountered in everyday life. The selected theme should address and provide solutions 

to local issues in the respective regions as much as possible. One of the significant issues that can be holistically 

analyzed and readily encountered by students in their surrounding environment is the issue concerning the 

natural environment [26]. 

Some previous research relevant to the topic of this study includes the study from Desfandi et al. [12] 

in an elementary school that received the Adiwiyata award in Banda Aceh. The results of the study indicated a 

positive influence between the role of the principal’s policy, the development of a relevant curriculum, school 

culture and habits, and the management of facilities and infrastructure on students’ environmental literacy. 

Another study was also conducted by Adela et al. [27], which shows that environmental education, as an effort 

to improve student eco-literacy, is implemented through integrated intracurricular programs within 

instructional activities and extracurricular activities. However, the researcher elucidates that Adiwiyata is 

artificially more recognized as the physical symbol of environmentally friendly compared to the consistency 

of cultivating an environmentally friendly culture throughout the school community. Another study was also 

conducted by Marmoah et al. [28], which shows that the management of literacy culture in schools in Boyolali, 
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Indonesia can be a good practice. It can also be a reference and implementation guideline for schools that will 

adopt literacy programs that require schools. Another study was also conducted by Maulida and Suriansyah 

[29], which shows that schools with a good literacy culture management system tend to have much more 

achievements than schools that did not implement a literacy culture program. 

We found that learning that uses the natural school environment as learning suggestions in 

strengthening the P5 is related to teacher skills in developing learning. Learning has a better meaning than just 

discussing the independent curriculum in general. Based on this description, the purpose of this research is to 

describe the eco-literacy of elementary school students regarding the implementation of the independent 

curriculum. The results of this study are beneficial for teachers and schools who are expected to improve 

programs, such as the implementation of schools that care and are culturally aware of the environment to foster 

students’ eco-literacy. 

 

 

2. METHOD 

This study was qualitative research with a phenomenological approach. Qualitative phenomenological 

research examines in-depth the behavior that shows a phenomenon in real activities. It is consistent with the 

presence of observable behavioral symptoms related to the principle of environmentally friendly education in 

learning activities in 2 different schools: elementary school or Sekolah Dasar (SD) Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan 

(provincial Adiwiyata), and SD Negeri Karangasem 1 (provincial of Adiwiyata). The selection of the school 

as the object of research is due to the fact that the school has received the predicate of provincial Adiwiyata 

and Eco-school. This study is descriptive qualitative research. Descriptive research refers to research conducted 

to determine the value of the independent variable, either 1 or more variables, without making comparisons or 

combinations with other variables. The following is a list of informants involved in data collection in Table 1. 
 

 

Table 1. Participants 
No Participants School 

1 Teacher SD Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan 

2 Student SD Negeri Karangasem 1 
3 School principal SD Negeri Karangasem 1 

4 School principal SD Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan 

5 
6 

Student 
Teacher 

SD Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan 
SD Negeri Karangasem 1 

 

 

The participants in this study consisted of school principals, classroom teachers and student. The 

criteria for informants in this study are based on the classes that have implemented P5. To determine students’ 

eco-literacy, the data collection techniques employed in this study were in-depth interviews, observations, and 

documentation. Furthermore, triangulation techniques, temporal triangulation, and source triangulation were 

employed to check data validity. After the data were collected, the subsequent step was conducting data 

analysis. The data analysis technique utilized in this study was the interactive model data analysis from Miles 

and Huberman, including data reduction, data display, and conclusion drawing/verification. 

 

 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

3.1.  Result 

Based on field notes and interview results, it shows that the results of research in the form of a project 

to strengthen Pancasila student profile for the character of environmental care realization in these 2 schools are 

already implemented. It can be noticed in the implementation of the sustainable lifestyle project in SD 

Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan and SD Negeri Karangasem 1, which is relevant to the P5 module, namely:  

i) Recycling waste for a business opportunity; ii) Reducing plastic waste by creating ecobricks; iii) Processing 

of organic waste into compost; iv) Schools managing waste banks; v) Utilizing the environment as a learning 

resource; and vi) Minimizing the use of drink-food packaging with personal tumblers. According to an 

interview with the school principal, it can be inferred that: 
 

“The implementation of this character of environmental care is not solely due to the 

implementation of the independent curriculum, and Pancasila student profile, but our school has 

been implementing it since the previous curriculum. However, with the inclusion of P5 in the 

independent curriculum, the activities become more structured and planned, thereby facilitating 

teachers to consistently implement them. Students also have a more real experience because they 

are directly involved”. 
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It is in accordance with the Table 2, which clarifies the P5 activity in realizing the character of love 

and care for the natural environment. The result of P5 activity on sustainable lifestyle was delivered by the 

classroom teacher of SD Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan: 

 

“The lack of attainment in the implementation of this project has not reached 100% success due 

to the influence of several factors, namely the need for guidance in achieving independence. 

Students’ understanding has been excellent, and healthy living behavior and love for the 

environment have also been excellent. Understanding domestic waste, including organic waste, 

can be utilized to create functional objects”. 

 

It is in line with the statement made by a classroom teacher at SD Negeri Karangasem 1, stating that: 

our school has done it ourselves, especially in activities such as planting (through organizing socialization 

sessions with knowledgeable individuals), and taking care of the plants; however, assistance from parents is 

necessary for the processing aspect. In schools, processing practices and socialization are always held if there 

are new policies and practices. The following table illustrates that the project activities of the Pancasila student 

profile are progressing well in several ways based on the school culture. The school readiness in terms of 

facilities, curriculum, and human resources available in both schools to suport this project. SD Muhammadiyah 

1 Ketelan and SD Negeri Karangasem 1 creating a P5 module: including recycling waste to create business 

opportunities, reducing plastic waste through the creation of eco-bricks, and processing organic waste into 

compost, managing waste banks, utilizing the environment as a learning resource and minimizing the use of 

drinking bottles by using personal tumblers.The following are activities that were successfully observed related 

to the components of implementing the Pancasila student profile project with Tables 2 and 3. 

 

 

Table 2. Aspect of the project to strengthen Pancasila student profile 
Aspect SD Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan SD Negeri Karangasem 1 

Themes Creating a module on sustainable lifestyle in P5. Creating a P5 module 
Activities Initial introduction, organic waste, inorganic waste, B3 waste. Cultivating the butterfly pea flower, nurturing its 

growth through scheduled care-taking, harvesting, 

and processing (into a natural food dye). 
Activities The classification of various types of plastics involves the 

search for plastic waste in the environment, including the 

differentiation of single-use plastics, and those that can be used 
multiple times, showing videos of making ecobricks covering 

the tools and materials used, the way to make the product, and 

the indispensable collaboration/cooperation with parents. 

The Ecobrik program aims to gather plastic waste 

and categorize it according to its respective types. 

 
Gelar Karya (a work exhibition) is held at the end 

of every semester, focusing on environmentally 

friendly activities and environmental love. 
Activities It starts with education about the dangers of waste, types of 

waste, the benefits of waste, and the utilization of organic waste 

for compost production, followed by the collaborative 
implementation of composting procedures. 

Regular education and socialization are 

implemented regarding the benefits of clean living 

and environmental love. 

 

 

Table 3. Implementation of the project to strengthen Pancasila student profile 
Aspect SD Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan SD Negeri Karangasem 1 

Themes Creating a module on sustainable 

lifestyle in P5 

Creating a P5 module 

The implementation 

phase 

Class 2 takes recycled waste into 

business opportunities 

Ecobrik (waste bank): after buying the snack, students store plastic 

wrap and cut it into small pieces, and put them in a bottle. 

The implementation 

phase 

Class 5 takes plastic waste by 

reducing plastic waste to make 
ecobricks 

The sorting of inorganic waste (in category) and collaborating with 

the waste bank in the Karangasem district. 
Collecting leaves for organic fertilizer (one of the teachers has had 

training with DLH). 

The implementation 
phase 

Class 4 processes organic waste 
into compost 

The utilization of a tumbler to minimize bottle/cup waste 
Students make lilin ice using materials available in the surrounding 

environment (i.e., butterfly pea leaves and aloe vera). 

 

 

Based on the observations and interviews that have been carried out, it can be formulated that project 

activities that contain the character of loving the environment in the form of activities that include: i) recycling 

waste with this activity can cultivate the character of loving the environment; ii) reducing plastic waste impacts 

reducing global warming through ecobrick-making activities; iii) processing of organic waste into compost; 

iv) waste bank management; v) utilizing the environment as a learning resource; and vi) minimizing the use of 

packaged food drinks by using personal tumblers. These 6 activities show that the 2 schools have implemented 
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environmentally friendly education. This ongoing activity shows that the school is committed to becoming an 

adiwiyata school. 

The implementation of the Adiwiyata school component has reached 4 main aspects that must be 

considered in its implementation, including environmental insight policy, environment-based curriculum 

implementation, participatory environment-based activities, and eco-friendly support facility management.  

The 4th component of the management of environmentally friendly supporting facilities and infrastructure such 

as green open space/ruang terbuka hijau (RTH), water treatment facilities, forests, parks, school gardens, 

greenhouses, family medicinal plants, fish ponds, biophore holes, infiltration wells, and biogas are not currently 

available. As a follow-up, both schools will strive to ensure that all components of the Adiwiyata school can 

be fulfilled in accordance with the applicable regulations. 

 

3.2.  Discussion 

The provisions of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Research and Technology (Kemendikbudristek) 

Pancasila student profile has 6 main characteristics, as stated in the regulation of the Kemendikbudristek 

number 22 of 2020 concerning the strategic plan of the Ministry of Education and Culture 2020-2024, namely: 

i) faith, devoted to god almighty, and possess noble character; ii) global diversity; iii) cooperation; iv) critical 

reasoning; and vi) creative. The 6 profiles can be used in various activities, not only extracurricular activities 

but also school cultural activities such as environmental care activities or Adiwiyata [30]. The independent 

curriculum was employed by SD Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan and SD Negeri Karangasem 1; thereby, the 

implementation of environmental education is integrated with P5. This curriculum serves as a guideline for 

teachers and the school community in implementing the learning process, both for compulsory subjects and 

environmental education. According to Husin et al. [31], the presence of a school with a tangible environmental 

concept will be reflected in aspects such as the school having a curriculum that encompasses environmental 

insights. 

Based on these findings, the curriculum structure has met the achievement of school Adiwiyata 

program components, that the curriculum structure contains local content and self-development related to 

environmental protection and management policies [32]. The criteria for curriculum structure include 

preservation of environmental functions, preventing pollution, environmental damage to the components of 

compulsory subjects, local content, or self-development. The independent learning curriculum is  

student-centred educational program planning, where educational units have autonomy in implementing the 

curriculum [33]. The curriculum will be determined mainly by technological readiness, support and 

collaboration from all stakeholders, both central and local governments, educational quality assurance 

institutions, universities, schools, teachers, parents and the community [34]. The ecoliteracy as curriculum 

content, educational rationale, and learning activity has successfully led to more progressive learning in 

achieving the purpose of the formation of cultural environment preservation thought [35]. 

Each school has a different theme, SD Muhammadiyah 1 Ketelan selected a sustainable lifestyle 

theme. Students are expected to understand the impact of human activities, both short and long-term, on the 

sustainability of life in the world and the surrounding environment. Students also cultivate awareness to behave 

and act environmentally friendly, study the potential of sustainability crises in the surrounding environment, 

and develop readiness to confront and mitigate them [36]. Although seen from the implementation aspect, it is 

still not optimal and needs improvement. because the government has several strategies in implementing the 

Merdeka Curriculum, the technical implementation is left to each educational unit [37]. This study shows 

further ideas about the impact of eco-literacy activities. The results of this study indicate that eco-literacy is 

considered as curriculum content, the basis for educational thinking, and learning activities that lead to a 

progressive learning system to realize the goals of eco-literacy in the form of forming thoughts about 

environmental conservation [38]. 

Instilling environmental care habits can be achieved by implementing P5. The implementation of P5 

has significantly impacted the school community, particularly the students, as it reinforces discipline and 

camaraderie among them, promotes harmonious relationships among peers, and raises awareness about the 

importance of environmental care. The aforementioned school policy represents the Adiwiyata school that 

actively participates in activities that support environmental care activities, whereby the activities implemented 

by the school enable students to acquire knowledge that will become a positive habit to be applied in their daily 

lives. The formation of habits refers to a repetitive manner where it will become a habit for students, and 

students will be accustomed to accomplishing the same thing through thoughts, attitudes, and actions. The 

cultivation of habits is essential for the development of students’ character, as it will continue to have an impact 

on them until their adulthood. Inculcating habits in students can be challenging and sometimes time-

consuming. However, everything that has been in relation to the formation of attitudes through continuous 

habits in a student’s daily life is intended to prepare the student as early as possible [39]. 

In this P5 activity, students are required to collaborate with their peers. The knowledge and 

appreciation of culture, the skill of intercultural communication in interacting with others and the surroundings, 
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and the reflection and responsibility towards the experience of diversity [40]. Students can act tolerant by 

respecting each other, for example, in P5 activitiy of community service, which is one of the fundamentals that 

require cooperation and good communication. Therefore, students engage in interactions with each other to 

foster a sense of environmental care, as observed during the community service activities. In addition, in 

queuing, prioritizing collective interests over individual interests is imperative. The activity reflects the value 

of Pancasila student profile towards global diversity. Other elements include collaboration, caring, and sharing 

[40]. Activities in the Adiwiyata program can foster the character of community service, as evident in the 

Saturday clean-up activities where students assist and collaborate in cleaning and maintaining the school 

environment, buildings, and surrounding environment. The production of compost, which is conducted on a 

monthly basis, involves the collaboration of teachers, students, and school community members in 

implementing the Adiwiyata program. The teacher guides the students in the process of fertilizer production, 

wherein the organic waste is classified. The environment has an important role in forming and realizing one’s 

personality both in the social environment and the natural environment, which is an issue that can not be 

neglected by anyone, especially parents, teachers, and educators in general [41]. 

Environmental care refers to an individual’s attitude and actions aimed at preventing damage to the 

natural environment and fostering efforts to rectify existing environmental damage, to maintain cleanliness, 

safety, and preservation in the homes, schools, and surrounding areas where individuals reside [42]. The results 

of the study Zaliyanti and Azani [43] show that Adiwiyata schools have attempted to foster student creativity 

by conducting environmental education through clean friday activities, class duty, utilization of used goods, 

and watering plants in the school yard. These activities make students have a high sense of curiosity, dare to 

try new things and are able to express themselves creatively. In performing routine activities, there must be an 

important role in it so that the activity can run effectively and satisfactorily. It is inseparable from the 

stakeholders’ participation in the educational environment, including principals, teachers, employees, and 

school committees. Exemplarity is regarded as a form of behavior that serves as an example of that lower 

status, namely the students [44]. This is in line with research Lestariet al. [37] which agrees that the 

implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum components refers to the curriculum that is implemented based on 

improving student profiles while studying. With the activities carried out by students in the implementation of 

the Merdeka Curriculum, it leads to critical thinking skills, problem solving, and loving the homeland [45]. 

It is in line with previous research, which states that the project is to reinforce Pancasila students in 

developing and arranging a learning process in accordance with the dimensions and characteristics of students 

due to the presence of space for innovation and flexibility [24]. The strategy is through the integration of social-

emotional learning and differentiation in teaching, enabling students to engage in critical thinking, demonstrate 

high levels of empathy, and develop a cooperative mindset [19]. Pancasila student profile is implemented 

through school culture in extracurricular and intraculricular activities that emphasize the development of 

student character in everyday life [40]. There is an interesting way to introduce green behavior to students 

through ecoliteracy activities that are integrated into the curriculum in schools. The results of a literature review 

using storytelling methods, conducting field visits, and carrying out project activities related to preserving the 

surrounding environment [46], [47]. In line with the results of research Marlina et al. [48] the cultivation of 

environmentally caring characters can be found in school activities, namely, disposing of rubbish in its place, 

making water channels, planting productive plants, handling critical land, community service, building latrines, 

eradicating dengue fever mosquitoes, managing organic waste, and making crafts from recycled waste. 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

Our findings provide conclusive evidence that the eco-literacy of students in implementing Pancasila 

profile project has been successful cultivate a sense of environmental care to student. The roles of teachers, 

school principals, parents, and the community are crucial in supporting the achievement of eco-literacy. The 

school has implemented a thematic approach to perform the project to strengthen Pancasila profile. Several P5 

projects include ecobrik, waste bank, inorganic waste sorting, collecting leaves for organic fertilizer, the use 

of a tumbler to minimize bottle/cup waste, drinks production using materials available in the surrounding 

environment (i.e., butterfly pea and aloe vera) and education about the dangers of waste, types of waste. 

The implementation of P5 has significantly impacted the school community, particularly the students, 

as it reinforces discipline and camaraderie among them. It also promotes harmonious relationships among peers 

and raises awareness about the importance of environmental care. The implementation of this P5 project will 

become a positive habit for the school community, especially students, who will be accustomed to consistently 

engaging in positive actions through thoughts, attitudes, and actions that will continue to affect the student until 

his old. The implementation of this P5 activity is expected to enable students to collaborate with their peers 

regarding knowledge and appreciation of culture, intercultural communication skills in interacting with others 

and their surroundings, as well as reflection and responsibility for the experiences they have undergone. Thus, 
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it can be inferred that environmental education has an important role in forming and realizing an individual’s 

personality in the social environment and the natural environment, which is an issue that cannot be neglected 

by anyone, especially parents, teachers, and educators in general. The contribution of this research can make 

students aware of how important it is to care for the environment. Caring for the environment can be done at 

school by utilizing existing resources. This program does not require special time and high costs, just 

motivation and a good program system. 
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